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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OUAGAD 01730 241318Z 
44 

ACTION AF-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-05 DRC-01 RSC-01 /013W 

050368 

R 230755Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO/RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 8406 

UNCLAS OUAGADOUGOU 1730 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, BFOL, UV 

SUBJECT: US FIRMS' RESPONSE TO VOLTAN TENDERS 

1. POST HAS NOTED TREND ON PART OF US FIRMS REPLYING 
TO OPPORTUNITIES SUBMITTED BY EMBASSY WHICH INDICATES 
FIRMS ARE NOT CAREFULLY READING TOPS ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
THOSE FIRMS WHO DO BOTHER RESPOND TO GOVERNMENT AND 
WORKD BANK-FINANCED TENDERS ARE SUBMITTING FORM LETTERS 
OBVIOUSLY KEYED TO PRIVATE TRADE/REPRESENTATION OPPOR- 
TUNITIES. THEY FAIL TO HEED OUR INSTRUCTIONS TO OB- 
TAIN TENDER DOCUMENTS AND SUBMIT BIDS IN FRENCH. 

INSTEAD, STANDARD RESPONSE TO DATE HAS BEEN TO SIMPLY SEND 
CATALOG AND ASK PARTICULAR GOUV MINISTRY OR ORGANIZATION 
TO CONTACT SUPPLIER FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

2. WHILE OUR EXPERIENCE MAY REPRESENT ISOLATED CASE, WE 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE TOPS COMPUTER PRINT OUT SOMEHOW 
REVISED TO CLEARLY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN PUBLIC TENDERS 
AND PRIVATE AGENCY REQUESTS SO THAT INTERESTED FIRMS 
CAN SUBMIT APPROPRIATE REPLIES. 

GRAHAM 
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